Breakthrough - New Horizon

Let’s Talk has invited alumni Dr. Billy Mak, Michael Leung, Jason Mok and Wendy Tse to share with the host
Associate Vice—President Prof. Frank Fu and Director of Alumni Affairs Dr. Melanie Lee on how they made
breakthroughs in their career.
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Alumnus Dr. Billy Mak (Associate Professor, Department of Finance and Decision
Sciences, HKBU)
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Alumnus Michael Leung (Communication / Education)
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Alumnus Jason Mok (Chemistry)
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Alumna Wendy Tse (Sports and Leisure Management)
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Encountering Opportunities

Alumnus Dr. Billy Mak was invited to join the Department of Finance of
HKBU when he returned to Hong Kong after studying overseas. While
being visionary is certainly a factor that accounts for his achievements,
his personality and the people he encountered play an important role
in his career too. He shares, “My teaching job gives me an opportunity
to get to know investment in wine and tea, both of which have become
my hobbies. | also have many opportunities to build relationship with
the media. That’s how | became a host of radio programme on finance
later on.”

The smiling face of Dr. Mak speaks for his love of his career, his hobbies
and his interaction with people. Career, like the city of Rome, is not built
in one day.
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Waiting for the Right Moment

Being the cream of the crop from School of Communication, Michael set off on his path of
broadcasting upon graduation. Yet, the starting point was not as smooth as one imagined. Michael
faced a lot of challenges and criticism at the beginning. But he held on with his motto — “Wait, Find,
Try”. He waited for an opportunity, found a way and tried it out.

In hindsight, Michael shares, “The feeling was definitely not good when people gave negative comments on my programmes. But | told myself
| needed to move forward and make a breakthrough. Then an opportunity came for me to host programmes at dawn and on weekends,
which turned out to be very popular.” Michael’s agility in turning crisis to opportunities and boldness in facing adversity has driven him to
successfully make breakthrough in his broadcasting career.
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It is very rare to see a lady being a soccer commentator but Wendy is one of them. An energetic and
cheerful lady, Wendy’s passion in dancing gave her an opportunity to be a part-time dancer in a
soccer match programme of Cable TV. And it was where she started her career in giving soccer
commentary, a turf which is still male-dominated. Wendy tried very hard to break people’s prejudice
by enriching her knowledge about soccer. She is now a professional soccer commentator and a
writer of soccer betting strategies. She also expands her horizon further to hosting cookery and
entertainment programmes.

TESTE AL S F FHHE P (Wendy) - #8) TIEDEEI X & I ?
RBEXRRTMENWendy - WX EACYABT - 78
BIZESRSET < JERURR SENEERFELERR  £RF
REERE - TiEzk  RRTEHEERR - & - EERE
BREGMBIE R PERBIEES - £#M2MBIREA -
Wendy N HRESHEZMHEE PHERAE - WENRA
SHEENRBS 2% EENMEACHRRNERENE -
DATH—RAR BZIE BN IRE FHEAE S - 13 [HA
ARELAFRATENE S - FRRERDEMR - YIKHE
ABEFUEIHOFwIN  ZREENER - ZREEH)
AT » WendyBOSS HANERES - (0I5B T —ImERTIRER - 58
WAEREXTHME - R EHREOTHEWNESE - BiRX
BRERXRINHMMTARIRES B 45 - BB ENEEK
TR - AZEEEZENES - RATAIR —RERH
AR !




A successful businessman in porcelain manufacturing and exporting, Jason had never thought of engaging
in this industry before. Chemistry was what he studied and a chemical company was where he started his
career. Had he continued his way up in the company, he could have been a regional director. But for the
sake of family, he made a bold move by joining his friend in being an entrepreneur in the porcelain business.
He remarks, “Back then, my pay of being an owner of my porcelain company was only one third of my salary
when | was employed. But | believed it would never be too late to start again if | failed in my own business.”
Jason’s willingness to take risk inherent in making breakthrough has earned him the achievements he well
deserved today.

The path of Prof. Frank Fu, a devoted scholar in Physical Education and an administrator, was not straight
either. He would have been a Geologist had he not followed his heart to choose Physical Education.
His passion for sports has set the stage for his accomplished career in the academia.
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Preparing for New Horizons

With increased popularity of his radio programmes, Michael had once tried to play a role in broadcasting management. But he realised that he
was not interested in it. Following the birth of his son 11 years ago, he decided to explore a new horizon - child education. Determined to do well
in this area, Michael obtained his Master’s Degree in Education in 2011 and is now a child educator as well as a programme host in the radio
station D100.

Similarly, well aware of the implied insecurity of showbiz and the importance of life-long learning, Wendy has pursued a Master’s Degree and learnt
Korean to prepare herself for multi-faceted development in the industry.
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Heading for Breakthrough

Jason shares, “There are always problems and crisis in commercial world and so the only thing we can do is to take them as challenges rather
than pressure.” He handles pressure by playing soccer and doing some part-time teaching.

Billy has many different interests which often take him to new frontiers. Apart from education, he proactively participates in professional and
community services for Urban Renewal Authority, Securities and Futures Commission, Investor Education Centre and Business Facilitation
Advisory Committee, to name but a few. He says, “ | find these roles highly interesting. | can see what | do not see in the education sector and
can tell which news is true. | can also share these experiences with my students.”

The experiences shared by our alumni have all shed light on how breakthrough is made. It is about the people we encounter, the opportunities
we grasp and the personality we have. As a concluding remark, Prof. Fu says, “HKBU people are defined by their passion, confidence, multiple
talents and endurance. They are brave in breaking through internal and external limits and that’s how they make their marks as all-round achievers.”
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